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DIRECTOR'S NOTE CAST
 

SCORCHED: THE PLAY THE PLAYWRIGHT, THE PRODUCTION 

The plot of Scorchedbegins in Canada and invites two characters, a twin 
brother and siste4 to embark upon a journey fwith the audience) to 
solve the mystery of their own family. This family, it turns ou! has been 
fractured by war, The mothe4, Nawal, is modeled closely on the plight of 
political activist, Soha Bechara. As with most wars, there is no victory only 

-lloss, As with most wars the main victims are the women and the children. 
The playwright himself arrived in Canada as a child refugee from the I 
country of his birth. Wajdi Mouawad chose to set the war in Scorched in an I 
unnamed, desert country. The story of wars in the Middle East is long and 
unending their individual histories a complex knot of violence, instigated 
by various loyalties and hostilities and too often suppressed so the cycles 
of conflict resurge in the next generation. ln Scorched, the details of the 
war is less important than the details of what has been lost I have felt an 
urgent desire as director for the story ofthis play to be told. 

I had vivid images for the style of setting and a strong impulse to invite 
the audience to not be as we are, sitting comfortably distant, but to be 
embedded in the action, Iike a journalist in wa4 as witness and voice 
to action. I have been luclry to have a team of extremely capable and 
courageous designers and to have cast a group ofextremelytalented 
emerging actors. This is not a play that I can invite you to 'enjoy.' But I do 
invite response, physical and emotional. 

Christine Menzies 

Scorched was commissioned and developed by the National Arts Centre English 
Theatre fottawal and with the financial support of the Government of Canada 

through the Interdepartmental Partnership with the Officiallanguage Communities 
[POLC), an initiative of the Department of Canadian Heritage. l 

Scorched received public readings in 2005 at the National Arts Cenke English ITheatre On the Verge Festival, and at The Old Vic Theatre in London as part of
 
"4play Canada" a showcase event co-presented bythe NAC English Theatre and the
 

Canadian High Commission flondon, UK).
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We are a proud participant in the Kennedy Center
 

American College Theatre Festival.
 

For more information : www.csun.edu/theatre
 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter: @theatrecsuN
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