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The Wedding of a century





“Until the end of her life she was involved with charities…”
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The late Diana, Princess of Wales was born Lady Diana Frances Spencer on 1 July 1961 in Norfolk. Lady Diana Spencer married The Prince of Wales at St Paul's Cathedral in London on 29 July 1981. During her marriage the Princess undertook a wide range of royal duties. Family was very important to the Princess, who gave birth to two sons - Prince William and Prince Henry (Harry). After her divorce from The Prince of Wales, The Princess continued to be regarded as a member of the Royal Family. Until the end of her life she was involved with charities working to help children, homeless people and AIDS sufferers, as well as with the campaign to ban land mines.
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       Diana Frances Spencer was born at Park House, the home her parents rented on the  English royal family's estate at Sandringham in Norfolk. As a child she occasionally played with Prince Andrew and Prince Edward, who were near her in age. Diana had two older sisters, Sarah and Jane, and a younger brother, Charles. When Diana was six, her mother left her father. The Spencer's divorced in 1969, and Diana's father received custody of the children. In 1975 Diana's father became the eighth Earl Spencer, making Diana a Lady. Diana and her siblings moved to Althorp, the Spencer family estate in Northampton. Diana attended private boarding schools. Although she wasn't an especially good student, she was excelled at sports, and won trophies for her swimming. She dreamed of being a ballerina, but grew too tall (as an adult she was 5'10"). After leaving school in 1978 she worked as a nanny, waitress, and cleaning woman before becoming a teacher at the Young England kindergarten in Pimlico, London. Her romance with the Prince of Wales began in 1980. He was twelve years older than Diana, and had previously dated her sister Sarah. Almost from the start, the press took a special interest in "Lady Di." They staked out her apartment and followed her everywhere. Diana later said that she found the constant attention unbearable. Diana and Charles were married July 29, 1981 at St Paul's Cathedral. The wedding was broadcast in 74 countries and watched by 750 million people worldwide. Diana was the first English woman to marry an heir to England's throne in over 300 years. At the ceremony the Archbishop of Canterbury said, "Here is the stuff of which fairy tales are made." But the fairy tale was an illusion, as Diana had already discovered. Prince Charles was still in love with an old girlfriend, Camilla Parker-Bowles. "There were three of us in this marriage, so it was a bit crowded," Princess Diana remarked years later. Distraught, Diana developed bulimia and attempted suicide. Despite her problems, she was a devoted mother to her two sons, Prince William and Prince Harry. She worked tirelessly for charity, and was beloved by the public for her warmth and humanity. In 1992 Princess Diana decided to expose the truth about her relationship with Prince Charles to the public. She secretly collaborated with author Andrew Morton on his book Diana, Her True Story. The princess's direct involvement in the writing of the book was not revealed to the public until after her death. The separation of the Prince and Princess of Wales was announced on December 9, 1992. The divorce became official August 28, 1996. Princess Diana kept the title Princess of Wales and continued to work for her favorite charities. She and Prince Charles had joint custody of their sons. In 1997 Princess Diana fell in love with Emad "Dodi" Fayed, the son of billionaire businessman Mohamed Al-Fayed. Their romance ended abruptly on August 31, 1997 when both were killed in a car accident in Paris while fleeing from paparazzi. Princess Diana's sudden death led to an unprecedented worldwide outpouring of grief and love. As her brother said at her funeral, she was "the unique, the complex, the extraordinary and irreplaceable Diana, whose beauty, both internal and external, will never be extinguished from our minds."
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Diana sought limelight ... and tried to escape it


(CNN) -- Princess Diana sought to create a new public identity after her divorce from Charles was finalized on August 28, 1996.


Stripped of the prestigious title "Her Royal Highness," Diana nevertheless won a following as what The Washington Post described as "a benevolent alternative monarch."


She crusaded against anti-personnel land mines with high-profile visits to Bosnia and Angola and continued her work with AIDS organizations and charities for children.


She once said she wanted to be a sort of ambassador, "a queen of people's hearts," and Prime Minister Tony Blair believed she should carry on her good works because "she earns a lot of respect and admiration."


To the public, the cause-minded Diana seemed a refreshing alternative to those still occupying the House of Windsor -- who were perceived as being more concerned with themselves than others. An early 1997 London opinion poll revealed that only 21 percent of those surveyed believed the royal family was "concerned about people in real need."


As if to underscore her new image, and independence, Diana had Christie's auction off 79 gowns collected during her 15 years as the wife of Windsor. All proceeds from the June auction went to charity.


"These dresses really don't fit into the life she leads now," said Meredith Etherington-Smith, the Christie's marketing director who worked closely on plans for the auction. "She's left the past where it should be -- in the past."


As for her private life, the world's most photographed woman appeared to have kept companions at a safe distance until she dropped her reserve with Dodi Fayed, the millionaire with whom she died in the Paris car crash.





Since their relationship became public this month, Diana and Fayed had been quite happy to let the press capture moments of tenderness and passion.


Their last day together was reportedly typical of the romance -- supper at the two-star restaurant in the Ritz Hotel, which is owned by Fayed's father, then a night at a private villa across the Seine River.


But the couple never got there, and Diana's hope for a discreet weekend in Paris with her new companion ended in tragedy.





“She once said she wanted to be a sort of ambassador, a queen of people's hearts.”
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Diana reigns as         glamorous royal


(CNN) -- Princess Diana blossomed publicly in the early years of her marriage, throwing herself into the duties of royal life with a liveliness that reinvigorated the royal family's image.


Diana actually seemed to enjoy the work of ribbon-cuttings and charity fund-raisers. As princess, she conveyed royal authority, while as a person, she conveyed warmth and concern in a direct, unpretentious way to charity recipients as well as to the crowds who thronged to see her.


The princess, tall, slim and glamorous, indulged herself in clothes and made a point to wear British fashion, and pictures of her were snapped up by a public increasingly eager for news of this unusually approachable and modern royal.


Diana also promptly fulfilled her duty to provide heirs to the throne, giving birth to Prince William (William Arthur Philip Louis) in 1982 and Prince Harry (Henry Charles Albert David) in 1984. She was a devoted mother, and made an effort to expose her sons to life outside the palace.


But by the mid-1980s, signs began to emerge that Diana and Charles were less than happy together. The 12-year age gap between them began to take its toll, as their interests diverged.


By 1986, Charles began again to see his old love, Camilla Parker Bowles, while Diana developed bulimia nervosa and reportedly even attempted suicide. Charles and Diana continued making public appearances together, but privately began to lead separate lives.


The rumors and reports about the couple's unhappiness abruptly became official in 1992, when then-Prime Minister John Major announced to Parliament that Charles and Diana were separating.





“She conveyed warmth and concern in a direct, unpretentious way.”
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 After her marriage, The Princess of Wales quickly became involved in the official duties of the Royal family. Her first tour with The Prince was a three-day visit to Wales in October 1981. In 1983 she accompanied The Prince on a tour of Australia and New Zealand, and they took the infant Prince William with them. Prince William, with Prince Harry, again joined The Prince and Princess at the end of their tour to Italy in 1985. Other official overseas visits undertaken with The Prince included Australia (for the bicentenary celebrations in 1988), Brazil, India, Canada, Nigeria, Cameroon, Indonesia, Spain, Italy, France, Portugal and Japan (for the enthronement of Emperor Akihito). Their last joint overseas visit was to South Korea in 1992. � � The Princess's first official visit overseas on her own was in September 1982, when she represented The Queen at the state funeral of Princess Grace of Monaco. The Princess's first solo overseas tour was in February 1984 when she traveled to Norway to attend a performance of Carmen by the London City Ballet, of which she was patron. The Princess subsequently visited many countries including Germany, the United States, Pakistan, Switzerland, Hungary, Egypt, Belgium, France, South Africa, Zimbabwe and Nepal. � � Although the Princess was renowned for her style and was closely associated with the fashion world, patronizing and raising the profile of younger British designers, she was best known for her charitable work. � � During her marriage, the Princess was president or patron of over 100 charities. The Princess did much to publicize work on behalf of homeless and also disabled people, children and people with HIV/Aids. In December 1993, the Princess announced that she would be reducing the extent of her public life in order to combine 'a meaningful public role with a more private life'.�� After her separation from The Prince, the Princess continued to appear with the Royal family on major national occasions, such as the commemorations of the 50th anniversary of VE (Victory in Europe) and VJ (Victory over Japan) Days in 1995.� � Following her divorce, the Princess resigned most of her charity and other patronages, and relinquished all her Service appointments with military units. The Princess remained as patron of Centrepoint (homeless charity), English National Ballet, Leprosy Mission and National Aids Trust, and as President of the Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street and of the Royal Marsden Hospital. In June 1997, the Princess attended receptions in London and New York as previews of the sale of a number of dresses and suits worn by her on official engagements, with the proceeds going to charity.


 The Princess spent her 36th and last birthday on 1 July 1997 attending the Tate Gallery's 100th Anniversary celebrations. Her last official engagement in Britain was on 21 July, when she visited Northwick Park Hospital, London (children's accident and emergency unit).�  � In the year before her death, the Princess was an active campaigner for a ban on the manufacture and use of land mines. In January 1997, she visited Angola as part of her campaign. in June, the Princess spoke at the landmines conference at the Royal Geographical Society in London, and this was followed by a visit to Washington DC in the United States on 17/18 June to promote the American Red Cross landmines campaign (separately, she also met Mother Teresa in The Bronx). The Princess's last public engagements were during her visit to Bosnia from 7 to 10 August, when she visited landmine projects in Travnic, Sarajevo and Zenezica.


It was in recognition of her charity work that representatives of the charities with which she worked during her life were invited to walk behind her coffin with her family from St James's Palace to Westminster Abbey on the day of her funeral.





“After her marriage, The Princess of Wales quickly became involved in the official duties of the Royal family.”
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July 1, 1961 - Lady Diana Frances Spencer is born, the daughter of the 8th Earl Spencer.





July 29, 1981 - Married Prince Charles, the heir to the British throne, at St. Paul's Cathedral, while millions watched the "fairy tale wedding." He is 12 years her senior.





June 21, 1982 - Prince William Arthur Philip Louis born.





September 15, 1984 - Prince Harry (Henry Charles Albert David) born.





June 15, 1992 - After months of speculation about the state of the royal marriage, Andrew Morton's book "Diana: Her True Story" says Charles has had a longtime affair with a married woman, Camilla Parker Bowles, driving Diana to injure herself and attempt suicide.





August 25, 1992 - The Sun newspaper prints transcript of phone call monitored in December 1989 between Diana and a man who affectionately calls her "Squidgy."





December 9, 1992 - Prime Minister John Major announces to Parliament that Diana and Charles are separated but there are no plans for divorce.





January 12, 1993 - The Sun publishes transcript of intimate phone call said to be between Camilla and Charles, reportedly monitored December 1989.





June 29, 1994 - In a TV documentary, Charles says he had committed adultery after the marriage broke down, "us both having tried."





October 3, 1994 - Anna Pasternak's book "Princess in Love" says Diana had five year affair with her riding instructor James Hewitt.





November 20, 1995 - In a television interview Diana admits adultery with Hewitt.





August 1995 - Reports link Diana and rugby star Will Carling. Carling and wife separate September 29.





December 1995 - Charles receives letter from Queen Elizabeth II urging divorce, and he agrees.





February 28, 1996 - Diana agrees to divorce.





August 28, 1996 - Final decree of divorce.





August 31, 1997 - Diana killed in Paris automobile accident. Her companion, Dodi Fayed, also is killed.





“Being a princess isn't all it's cracked up to be.” 


- Princess Diana
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