Suggested Teacher Interview Questions

ELPS 203 Fieldwork Reflection #5
These are just suggestions to get you started. Pick out about 8 - 10  questions that are most interesting to you, being sure to include at least a few  related to diversity  and multicultural education. Feel free to add your own questions on special things that interest you or that you have noticed in the classroom. Start by explaining to the teacher that this interview is for a class assignment in an ed foundations class. Take notes during or just after the interview so you can do a 2-pp. write up of the teachers’ responses. THIS IS NOT A Q&A; DO NOT INCLUDE QUESTIONS IN YOUR WRITE UP, JUST ORGANIZE & REPORT MOST INTERESTING/IMPORTANT THINGS TEACHER SAYS, INCLUDING A FEW DIRECT QUOTES, plus leave space for your reflection at the end. See also handout on Basic Interviewing Tips

GENERAL

To start, can you tell me a little about how long you have been teaching and what made you decide to be a teacher?

How would you describe your teaching style? (Are there certain approaches to teaching that you strongly believe in or that have influenced what you do?)

One thing I’ve noticed in your class is _____________ [pick anything that interests you about a learning activity, teaching method, discipline, child or children, etc.] Can you tell me a little more about this (or explain why you do this)? (How typical was what I saw when I was here?) 

TEACHING – MORE SPECIFIC

What was your biggest challenge during your first year of teaching? What is your biggest challenge now?

How do you try to get students to participate in class?

What are some of the ways the school is trying to improve its API score and address the achievement gap for low income and minority children? (How does that affect you in the classroom?)

How do you try to meet the needs of each student when you are limited in time and assistance?

Other teaching topics of interest to you: ___________________________________________

GENDER

Do you notice any differences in the way girls and boys learn and achieve? In the way they participate in class?

Do you ever catch yourself treating girls and boys differently? Example.

Some things we’ve read in my classes say that girls still don’t get the same opportunities as boys at school. Do you agree/disagree? What would you recommend to teachers who are concerned about this?

ENGLISH LEARNERS

How are English Learners helped to learn English in this school? In your class? (Probe: Do you feel the current programs and services are working for EL’s? Why or why not?)

What do you think the best strategy is for teaching EL’s?

How would you teach a child that has just arrived in the U.S. and speaks no English? 

How do you plan lessons for a class where there is a mix of English Learners and fluent English speakers?

MULTICULTURAL ED

Do you do multicultural education in your classroom? (If no, why not? If yes, can you give me examples of some of the activities or lessons?)

When or how often do you do these kind of activities in the classroom? In school as a whole?

This school is ____________ [very diverse/mostly Latino/whatever]. What kinds of things do you do to teach about diverse cultures? (Examples.)

Do you feel students’ cultures affect the way they learn and respond in class? How so? (Example)

Do you ever have lessons or activities that deal with prejudice or racism? (If no, why not? If yes, can you tell me a little about them?) 

Have there been times when students have teased or harassed other students because of their race, culture, gender, etc.? Can you tell me a little about what happened and how you handled it?

Some educators think teachers should be “colorblind” when it comes to their students and not see students’ race or color. What do you think?

CLOSING

Summing it up, what do you like best about teaching? What do you like least?

What do you think could be done to keep more new teachers in the profession?

What advice would you like to give to a new teacher coming into a school like this one for his/her first job?

“THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR TIME & YOUR HELP!!!!!!!”

(& remember to send them a personal thank you note and possibly offer to help them again in the classroom in thanks for their time)

