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Roommate Case
Charlotte and Anne have lived together amicably for 1-1/2 years and have agreed on most issues. Then, Anne meets Randy and starts to date him regularly. At first, Randy visits on occasion. After a while, Charlotte feels as if there is a third roommate living in their apartment.


Charlotte's attempt to voice concern about Randy's presence is met by resistance. Anne feels that the apartment is half hers and, therefore, she can do what she wants with her half. Charlotte feels strongly that she wanted one, not two, roommates.

Divide  into pairs or trios. Practice role-playing the above situation, using each of the following conflict managing styles:

a. Charlotte is competing; Anne is avoiding.

b. Charlotte and Anne are competing. After a few minutes of enacting the situation, Anne and Charlotte should reverse roles, still both competing.

c. Charlotte and Anne are willing to collaborate.

