Phil. 100: General Logic

Prof. Hale/Fall 2009

HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT #2:

IDENTIFYING CONCLUSIONS

General Instructions: There are two separate sections on this homework assignment; follow the instructions for each section. You may work together in groups on this assignment, and you may turn in group work. There are 10 required problems and 2 extra credit problems, each worth 2 points, so the highest possible score on this homework assignment is 24/20 points. Due: at the start of class on Thursday, September 3
Section One: Follow the same instructions as for Practice Problems Set 1-3 in your textbook (pg. 14). There are six required problems and two extra credit problems in this section.
Required Problems:

1. Prejudice is sinful – all blood flows red. [Jewell Parker Rhodes, Porch Stories: A Grandmother’s Guide to Happiness. (New York: Atria Books, 2006), p. 111.]

2. Note: NASA is the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.
NASA should be directed to conduct only unmanned space exploration. It is cheaper, less complex and will not involve the loss of life. [Ronald Hart, Letter to the Editor, Los Angeles Times, February 9, 2003.]
3. …Argentina is a rich country and there should not be children dying of hunger [in Argentina]…. [Maria Belen, quoted in Daniel Schweimler, “Hunger Rally Aims to Shame Argentina,” BBC News (United Kingdom), May 19, 2007.]

4. Men in couples should … exercise special care in selecting a sofa; you may wind up sleeping on it. [Glenn O'Brien, “Intelligent Design,” GQ (June 2006), p. 149.]
5. Note: This passage was written before the 2008 California primary election.
Although popular with independents, [John] McCain can't rebuild his relationship enough with conservatives to win in November. [Mitt] Romney, despite some concerns, can repair the party and compete in November. True Republicans should vote for Romney on Tuesday [in the California primary]. [Paradise Post Editorial Board, “Romney Best Choice to Unite GOP,” Paradise Post (Paradise, California), February 2, 2008.]

6. The streets [of Tokyo] make no sense, laid out in the feudal days when roads were designed to confuse invading armies. [Andrew X. Pham, Catfish and Mandala: A Two-Wheeled Voyage Through the Landscape and Memory of Vietnam. (New York: Picador, 1999), p. 46.]
Extra Credit Problems:

7. …[M]ost tattooists are extremely careful to avoid working on people who are obviously under the influence of alcohol (or other drugs). Drunken clients tend to generate conflict in the shop, and tattooists are aware that tattooing someone who is not entirely free to choose the procedure has the potential for causing trouble. [Clinton R. Sanders with D. Angus Vail, Customizing the Body: The Art and Culture of Tattooing. (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2008), p. 105.]

8. Note: A syllogism is a kind of argument we will study in Chapter Three.
The Greeks were “great;” the Greeks had colonies. Peoples who establish colonies are great nations – so goes the syllogism. [Charles Jeanes, “Citizenship and Culture: Investing Meaning in the Word ‘Canadian’,” Cité Libre (Canada), May 4, 2008.]

Section Two: Follow the same instructions as for Practice Problems Set 1-4 in your textbook (pg. 18). All four of the problems in this section are required.
Required Problems:

9. Make today the day you take the stairs. Because while you’re on your way up, you’ll be helping bring your cholesterol and blood pressure down. [Kaiser Permanente, Advertisement, Sunset (October 2008), p. 35.]
10. Gemini (May 21-June 21): Doing the same thing and expecting different results is one definition of insanity. So explore and experiment. [Holiday Mathis, “Astrological Forecast,” Los Angeles Times, May 20, 2007.]
11. Don't take CIALIS if you take nitrates as the combination can cause a sudden, unsafe drop in blood pressure. [Eli Lilly and Company, “Cialis® (tadalafil) Tablets,” 2008; http://www.cialis.com/index.jsp; accessed on September 7, 2008.]
12. Germs are everywhere. Wash your hands. [County of Los Angeles Public Health, seen on a Metro bus in the City of Los Angeles, February 2, 2008.]
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