             Journalism 315: Reporting for Broadcast

Fall 2014/Hill

Friday, 11 a.m. - 1:45 p.m., MZ 360

Office Hours:

MZ332

Ext. 7241

james.hill@csun.edu
Wednesday, 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Friday,  9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. 

Course Purpose: J-315 introduces students to the fundamentals of broadcast journalism. The course includes lecture, texts, and practical experience in class, in the field and in the KCSN newsroom.

The course will emphasize writing, reporting, producing, news judgment and ethics.

Course Goal:  Students will learn to write broadcast news copy, interview news sources using digital audio recorders and produce edited reports known as wraps. Student will also learn to write, report and produce five-minute radio newscasts covering local, regional, national and international news. This will be done within a three-hour period. 
Course Requirements: Students will spend three-hours a week outside class, on a schedule, contributing to KCSN’s news programming. Students will also perform other duties in the field.

Students are required to listen to radio news, watch television news and read newspapers and online/multimedia news reports. The class will discuss and be tested on current events. 

You will need access to a digital audio recorder for use in and out of class. Students will also need a stopwatch or wristwatch with a sweep second hand in order to time stories and sound bites.

Textbooks:    The Elements of Style, Strunk & White


             Broadcast News & Writing Stylebook, Robert A. Papper 

Student Learning Outcomes of the Undergraduate and Graduate Programs:

The Department of Journalism strives to prepare its students to become well educated,

principled citizens capable of initiating careers as skilled journalists,

public relations practitioners and other related communication professionals. The

Department will help students to achieve the following objectives by the end of their

program of study:

1. Students will be able to write for a diverse audience, using proper grammar and

punctuation, word usage and spelling, sentence and storytelling structures across

multiple journalistic formats.

2. Students will be able to gather and analyze information, including basic numerical

concepts, using journalistic storytelling techniques, such as interviewing,

observation, and researching primary and secondary sources.

3. Students will be able to think critically, creatively and independently.

4. Students will demonstrate an understanding of professional ethical principles and

work ethically in pursuit of truth, accuracy, fairness, and diversity.

5. Students will apply tools and technologies appropriate for the news media

professions in which they work to communicate for with diverse audiences.

6. Students will be able to understand and apply the historical, theoretical, legal and

societal contexts for producing and consuming news media for consumers, and for

local to global publics.
Grades: The major factor will be the ability to write report and produce radio news. Evaluation of writing will include clarity, accuracy, objectivity, conversational style, ability to work under deadline, judgment and neatness.

Your ability to improve will be a critical aspect of your final grade.

The course will simulate a working newsroom. Meeting deadlines is essential. The start of the class is the same as the start of a newscast, so be on time. You will be graded on class participation, including your critiques of other students’ work.

Note: News events present opportunities for student assignments that cannot be foreseen. Understand that the instructor may deviate from this syllabus at any time, and assign stories or projects based on breaking news events. 

Writing and other projects will be graded as follows:

10 = Work is professional, outstanding



A

  9 = Work is professional




            A-

  8 = Work could be professional, with minor changes.

B

  7 = Work could be professional, with several minor changes.
B-

 6 = Work could be professional, with major changes.

C

 5 = Work could be professional, with several major changes.
C-

 4 = Work has fundamental problems



            D

 3 = Work has many fundamental problems


            D-

 2 = Work is not fit for broadcast






 1 = Work was not turned in as required



F

The final grade will be calculated as follows: 20% on your work at KCSN and 80% on class assignments. Absences will result in a substantially lowered grade and late assignments will not normally be accepted.

*To receive a passing grade, students must complete, on time, at least 90% of the assignments. This is regardless of grades received on assignments. Attendance must be at least 90% at the KCSN lab.

JOURNALISM DIVERSITY –

Students in this course are strongly encouraged to broaden their journalistic experiences, with the instructor's help, by including in their work people and subjects, such as: ethnic, racial and religious minorities; the elderly, disabled and poor; gay men and lesbians, and other similar groups. The intent is to ensure that student work reflects diversity of the community. Ethically, journalists are particularly concerned with avoiding sexism and ethnic and gender stereotypes as well as adhering to guidelines for writing about special groups as they develop and interview sources for their reporting.

ACCOMMODATING STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES –

The campus Disability Resources and Educational Services offers a range of services, including learning support, disability management counseling, accommodations, such as access to assistive technology or accessible classroom furniture, alternative testing services and exam scheduling. If you have a disability and need accommodations, please register with the DRES office or the National Center on Deafness (NCOD). The DRES office is located in Bayramian Hall, room 110 and can be reached at 818-677-2684. NCOD is located on Bertrand Street in Jeanne Chisholm Hall and can be reached at 818-677-2611. If you would like to discuss your need for accommodations with me, please visit my regular office hours: 3-4 p.m., Wednesday, and 2-3 p.m., Thursday.
This syllabus is available in alternative formats upon request. As noted in the CSU’s Accessible Technology Initiative: “The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (504) require that qualified individuals be provided equal access to programs, services, and activities. California Government Code 11135 applies Section 508 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act, as amended in 1998, to State entities and to the California State University (CSU). Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act was enacted to eliminate barriers in information technology, to make available new opportunities for people with disabilities and to encourage development of technologies that will help achieve these goals.”

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY –

The highest standards of academic excellence and integrity are expected of students in the CSUN Journalism Department. Plagiarism and other forms of cheating will not be tolerated. Any Journalism major or minor caught cheating will be reported to the University's dean of students and will receive – at the very least – a failing grade in the class. For further explanation of the behavior defined as cheating, and more detailed discussion of disciplinary procedures, consult pp. 647-648 in the 2012-14 CSUN Catalog, also available online at http://www.csun.edu/catalog/policies/academic-dishonesty/.

Please also remember that U.S. copyright laws protect much of the information posted on the Internet. Passing this information off as your own is a violation of CSUN's plagiarism policy, and carries the penalties outlined above.




                 SCHEDULE 

Week 1:

Introduction and overview of course. Briefing by KCSN News Director Keith Goldstein. Coordinate KCSN shifts. Style Guide explained. Writing and critiques.

Assignment: Study KCSN Style Guide. 

Week 2: 

Lecture on broadcast writing. Classroom: writing exercises and critiques.

Assignment: Study KCSN Style Guide. Read Broadcast News & Writing, Chapters 3, 4, 5. Write a :20-:30 reader.
Week 3: 

Classroom visit by writing coaches. Review broadcast writing style. Writing exercises and critiques.

Assignment: Write a : 20-:30 reader. Read chapters 6, 7 in Broadcast News & Writing.
Week 4: 

Explain the philosophy and techniques of a five-minute newscast. Explain audio tape interviews for broadcast. Outline five-minute newscast with online copy and Los Angeles Times.

Assignment: Digital audio interview #1. Read chapters 8, 9 in Broadcast News & Writing.
Week 5:

Critiques of audio interview #1. Explain wraparounds and choosing sound bites. Wraparound exercises.

Assignment: Write a wraparound using audio interview #1. Due week 6. Read chapter 10 in Broadcast News & Writing.

Week 6:

In-class assignment: Critique wraparounds. Review preparation of five-minute newscast.

Assignment: Audio assignment #2 wraparound. Due week 7.

Week 7:

Critique audio assignment  #2 wraparound. Classroom: write newscast.

Week 8:

One-on-one meetings and assessments (time permitting). Writing exercises.

Reading: Chapter 12 in Broadcast News & Writing.

Week 9: Introduction to television news writing. 

Assignment: Television news script.

Week 10: Review and critique television news script. Classroom exercises in use of natural sound.

Assignment: Audio assignment #3 wraparound using natural sound.

Week 11:
Critique audio assignment #3 wraparound. Discuss television news. Classroom: write newscast.
Week 12: 

Critique newscast. Review writing, reporting and production skills. Introduce more advanced use of natural sound.

Assignment: Audio assignment #4 wraparound. 

Week 13: Critique audio assignment #4 wraparound. Classroom: write newscast. Discuss final project. Assignment: Final project due week 15.

Week 14: THANKSGIVING RECESS 
Week 15:
Final project due.
Week 16: Finals week.
