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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
This course will explore a major aspect of world religions: the ecstatic experience of the individual and the effects of such experience on culture and society.  We will look first to extant methodological concerns in the study of mysticism. Most of the course is concerned with the ecstatic experience itself in various traditions, archaic, historical and modern. By the end of the class, we will have hopefully arrived at a methodological starting point for further study of the phenomenon of mysticism.

REQUIRED BOOKS:

Lamb, Wizard of the Upper Amazon

Matt, The Essential Kabbalah

Walsh, The Golden Ass

Thurman, The Tibetan Book of the Dead

Bale, The Book of Margery Kempe

Banks, The Essential Rumi

Kline, The Tao Te Ching

RS 355 STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
1. Students will demonstrate a critical understanding of the many definitions of mysticism. 
2. Students will be able to describe critically various forms of mystical experiences and 


expressions.

3. Students will demonstrate the ability to place mystical phenomena  within the context of various religions and religious practices.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

There will be four in-class exams, three midterms and one final. There is also a paper required on the last day of instruction (more below). All exams are essay format and require a Green Book. I employ the +/- system of grading.
WEEKLY COURSE OUTLINE AND READINGS:

      1. Initiation into the Study of Mysticism

     2.  How to Study Mysticism 

     3. Archaic Traditions and the Ecstatic Experience

        Reading: The Wizard of the Upper Amazon
     4. The Shaman and Society

        Reading: The Wizard of the Upper Amazon

                               IN-CLASS EXAM

5. South Asian Mystical Experiences: Yoga, Tantra and Meditation


      Reading: MOODLE
6. Hindu and Buddhist Tantrism

          recommended:  The Tibetan Book of the Dead

7. Taoism: Knowing and Not Knowing
          Reading: The Tao Te Ching  
                           IN-CLASS EXAM

8. Early Western Mysticism: The Ancient Mystery Traditions

            Reading: The Golden Ass
9. The Development of Christian Mysticism

            Reading: The Book of Margery Kempe
                               IN-CLASS EXAM

10. The Jewish Mystical Experience

            Reading: The Essential Kabbalah
11. Islam and the Sufi Path
Reading: Signs of the Unseen, pp.vii-134
12. Drugs and the Modern Mystical Experience
              review: The Wizard of the Upper Amazon

                           FINAL EXAM

This paper MUST adhere to either the MLA Handbook or the Chicago Manual of Style. If you are unaware of these handbooks, they can be found in the bookstore, the Oviatt Library and online. THIS PAPER IS DUE ON THE LAST DAY OF INSTRUCTION. 

This course is a GE Writing Intensive course, and in each WI course students will be required to complete writing assignments totaling a minimum of 2500 words.    

Academic honesty is a core value at CSUN. As such, students are expected to perform their own work. When practiced, academic honesty ensures that all students are fairly graded. Cheating, plagiarism, and other dishonest practices undermine the educational process and will not be tolerated. Cheaters and all who assist them will be subject to disciplinary action with could result in suspension, expulsion, or other disciplinary actions.

_______________________________________________________________

Why Consider a Religious Studies Major, Double Major, or Minor?

Most students enjoy Religious Studies courses but wonder what they can do with a degree in Religious Studies.  Here are some answers:

1.  Go to graduate school, including Law School and Medical School.  Learn important skills sought after by employers.

2.  Teach a variety of topics in the humanities and social sciences.

      3.   Be employed in Human Resources, Social Service, Law Enforcement, and Ministry.

      4.   Gain personal insight and knowledge to last a lifetime.  
Come to my office hours and learn more about Religious Studies or contact the Department Chair, Dr. Rick Talbott at ex. 2741.
