RS 307: RELIGION IN AMERICA
California State University, Northridge
Department Of Religious Studies
Fall 2016
Zoom Sessions online: Fridays, 5:30 PM – 6:30 PM
Instructor:  Brian Clearwater



Office Hours online Fri 4-5 pm
brian.clearwater@csun.edu




Course Description:  
Students will study the influence of religious traditions on the formation of American culture and the adaptations mady by religious traditions in the context of the United States. We will consider the role of religion in the founding of the American republic, the work and thought of minority groups, women, and Euro-American religious thinkers and movements with an emphasis on their intersections. Contemporary case studies will draw from the Civil Rights Movement, Native American Activism, religion in the culture wars, and religion as an intervention strategy in Los Angeles gang life.
Required Texts: 
David Hackett, ed., Religion and American Culture: A Reader, 2nd ed (Routledge, 2003), ISBN: 978-0415942737. NOTE: Please get the correct edition; older editions will not have the same materials.
Edward Orozco Flores, God's Gangs: Barrio Ministry, Masculinity, and Gang Recovery. NYU Press, 2013.
Other readings are available online.

Course Requirements:

*ALL STUDENTS registered for this course must have access to and utilize CSUN’s Moodle system for online classes.  Access is available by logging onto moodle.csun.edu.

*Students MUST have access to their my.csun.edu e-mail address, since all communications from Instructor will be directed to their CSUN e-mail address.
1) Online Zoom sessions will be held in lieu of lectures on Fridays at 5:30. Alternative times will be announced by email. I hope to have many of you in the audience each time, but synchronous participation is not required. Sessions will be recorded and made available to students to watch on their own.
2) Careful reading of all assigned materials and posted responses to readings BEFORE the date indicated on the syllabus (generally by 12 noon on Fridays before our Zoom sessions).
3) There will be a Discussion Forum for each reading/video assignment. Students are required to post to every forum in a timely and thorough fashion. This involves responding to the prompt, if one is given, or writing a précis of the arguments made in the assigned material and posing 2-3 discussion questions to your peers regarding the significance and relevance of the material. Since careful online records are provided by Moodle software, failure to participate in online forums and other assignments will directly affect your grade.

Assignments: 

1) Discussion forums each week.

2) Family Tree project:  students will conduct interviews and research their family’s experience of religion in the US, whether native or immigrant. 5 pages.
3) Mid-Term Exam.  Week 8.  Taken and submitted online.

4) Final Exam: Submitted Online.
NO LATE SUBMISSIONS OF ASSIGNMENTS ARE POSSIBLE, unless arrangements are made with Instructor before due date.  Thus, failure to submit a written assignment when due or to participate in the Chat/Debate or Student Presentation will result in a grade of “F” for that portion of the course.

Grading
Class/Forum Participation

40%
Family Tree Project 


20%

Mid-term Exam


20%

Final Exam



20%

Religion in America
Class Schedule and Plan
PART 1:  Religion and the mythology of America

Week 1: Introductions, Syllabus, and the study of religion
· 
READINGS:  Russ McCutcheon, “What is the Academic Study of Religion”
Martyn Oliver, “10 Things Every College Student Needs to Know About Religion”
Malory Nye, Religion:  The Basics. Chapter 1


ACTIVITIES due by Friday:

· Personal Introductions in the “Who are you?” Forum

· Week 1 Reading Discussion Forum

Week 2: The American religious narrative

READINGS:  Holidays.net “The Pilgrims and America’s First Thanksgiving”



USHistory.com “History of Religion in America”



PBS, “Timeline of Faith in America”




Hackett, “Introduction” p. xi-xvi



Peter Manseau, One Nation Under Gods, p. 3-27

ACTIVITIES due by Friday:

· Week 2 Reading Discussion Forum

PART 2:  Colonial Period

Week 3: Native America:  contact and colonialism
READINGS:  Lee Irwin, “Freedom, Law, and Prophecy:  A Brief History of Native American Religious Resistance”

Rachel Wheeler, “Women and Christian Practice in a Mahican Village” (Hackett ch. 5)

ACTIVITIES due by Friday:

· Week 3 Reading Discussion Forum

Week 4: Newcomers to American shores
READINGS:  Al Raboteau, “African Americans, Exodus, and the American Israel” (Hackett ch. 4)


David Hall, “A World of Wonders” (Hackett ch. 2)

ACTIVITIES due by Friday:

· Watch film:  God in America, episode 1:  “A New Adam”

· Week 4 Reading and Film Discussion Forum

Part 3:  The Early Republic
Week 5: Religious Liberty, Freedom of Conscience in the early US

READINGS:  Noah Feldman, Divided by God, ch. 1

ACTIVITIES due by Friday:
· Watch film:  God in America, episode 2:  “A New Eden”

· Week 5 Reading and Film Discussion Forum

Week 6: Religion and Oppression
READINGS:  Joel Martin, “From ‘Middle Ground’ to ‘Underground’:  Southeastern Indians and the Early Republic (Hackett ch. 7)

Slavery and Abolitionism; The Black Church:  reading TBD


ACTIVITIES due by Friday:

· Week 6 Reading Discussion Forum

· Family Tree Project due

Week 7: New American Religions:  The Mormons


READINGS:  Catherine Albanese, America:  Religions & Religion, ch. 7



Peter Manseau, “A Tale of Two Prophets”

ACTIVITIES due by Friday:

· Week 7 Reading Discussion Forum

Week 8: Midterm Exam
PART 4:  From Civil War to World War II
Week 9: Revival in the Black Church
READINGS:  Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, “The Feminist Theology of the Black Baptist church” (Hackett ch. 13)


George Lipsitz, “Azusa Street Revival of the Pentecostals”


ACTIVITIES due by Friday:
· Watch film:  God in America, episode 3:  “A Nation Reborn” section 1 on slavery
· Week 9 Reading Discussion Forum

Week 10:  New Native movements

READINGS:  Raymond DeMallie, “The Lakota Ghost Dance” (Hackett ch. 15)


Varun Soni, “Freedom from Subordination:  Race, Religion, and the Struggle for Sacrament”

ACTIVITIES due by Friday:

· Week 10 Reading Discussion Forum

PART 5:  The Contemporary Period
Week 11: Civil Rights

READINGS:  Martin Luther King, Jr. “Letter from a Birmingham Jail”



James Cone, “Martin and Malcolm” (Hackett ch. 19)


ACTIVITIES due by Friday:

· Week 11 Reading Discussion Forum

Week 12: Diaspora adaptations

READINGS:  Deborah Dash Moore, “Seeking Jewish Spiritual Roots in Miami and Los Angeles”

Thomas Tweed, “Diasporic Nationalism and Urban Landscape:  Cuban Immigrants at a Catholic Shrine in Miami” (Hackett ch. 24)

ACTIVITIES due by Friday:
· Week 12 Reading Discussion Forum

Week 13: Terrorism and Culture Wars 

READINGS:  Bruce Lincoln, Holy Terror



William Countryman, “Homosexuality and Religion”


ACTIVITIES due by Friday:

· Week 13 Reading Discussion Forum

· Student Presentations

Week 14: God’s Gangs

READINGS:  Intro and ch. 3

ACTIVITIES due by Friday:

· Week 14 Reading Discussion Forum

· Student Presentations
Week 15: God’s Gangs

READINGS:
Ch. 4, 6

ACTIVITIES due by Friday:

· Week 15 Reading Discussion Forum

· Student Presentations

· Final Exam
Religious Family Tree 

How has religion shaped my family? 
Due date: October 10, 2016
This assignment is designed to help you learn something about the religious identities of your families and religious identity more generally. Your assignment is to produce a four-generation history of the religious identities in your family. 
Families have always been configured in many ways and contact among family members is not always close, so please feel free to define “family” as is most appropriate in your situation. Most families have gaps in knowledge about individual members or whole generations; please acknowledge these gaps as they are as much a part of history as the information that you know. Do, however, collect information on four generations. In addition to names and religious identities, you should provide dates and places of birth, places lived, occupations, dates and places of death (where relevant), and any other information that you find interesting. 

Create a “family tree” document to depict the history itself. You may do this in a simple word document, or employ more advanced programs if you are technologically savvy and have access to them. Or you may produce a hand-drawn artistic work/document and upload a scan or picture of it.
Then write a two-page (typed, double-spaced) essay about the most interesting thing you learned about your family’s religious history. Consult the Encyclopedia of American Religions (available online through CSUN’s library) to help you understand the traditions your family members have been a part of.
The Encyclopedia of American Religions is available here: 
http://suncat.csun.edu/record=b1876889
Click on the “Gale Virtual Reference Library” option. This is much easier to navigate than the “Ebook Collection” option.
TO SUBMIT:

Compile your assignment (the family tree and the essay) into a single document – (word or pdf) and submit to Moodle by Monday October 10 at 12 midnight.

Please use Times New Roman, 12-point font, double-spaced with 1-inch margins. Cite your reference material using Chicago format. 

For help with citations, you can find style guides here: http://library.csun.edu/Guides/ResearchStrategies/CitationStyleGuides
Student Learning Outcomes for RS 307:  Religion in America
1.
Students will explain and reflect critically on the human search for meaning, values, discourse and expression in the historical development of religions in the United States from the founding period until the present.  
2.
Students will demonstrate an understanding of the historical and cultural contexts within which American religious institutions were created. 

3. 
Students will be able to recognize the influence of religion on contemporary American political institutions and politics, culture and society. 

4.
Students will be able to describe the role of religion in the shaping of American concepts of race, gender, and national identity. 

5.
Students will use appropriate critical vocabulary to describe and analyze works of American religious expression orally and in essays.   
General Education Goal

Students will understand the rich history and diversity of human knowledge, discourse and achievements of their own and other cultures as they are expressed in the arts, literatures, religions, and philosophy.

General Education Student Learning Objectives, Arts and Humanities:

1. Students will explain and reflect critically upon the human search for meaning, values, discourse and expression in one or more eras/stylistic periods or cultures.
2. Students will analyze, interpret, and reflect critically upon ideas of value, meaning, discourse and expression from a variety of perspectives from the arts and/or humanities; 
3. Produce work/works of art that communicate to a diverse audience through a demonstrated understanding and fluency of expressive forms; 
4. Students will demonstrate ability to engage and reflect upon their intellectual and creative development within the arts and humanities; 
5. Students will be able to use appropriate critical vocabulary to describe and analyze works of artistic expression, literature, philosophy, or religion and a comprehension of the historical context within which a body of work was created or a tradition emerged; 
6. Students will learn to describe and explain the historical and/or cultural context within which a body of work was created or a tradition emerged.
Writing Intensive (GE Designation WI)

Goal: Students will develop their abilities to express themselves and the knowledge they have obtained through practicing various forms of writing within different disciplinary contexts. Writing intensive courses will build upon the skills gained in the Analytical Reading and Expository Writing section of Basic Skills. In each WI course students will be required to complete writing assignments totaling a minimum of 2500 words. 

Student Learning Outcomes 
Students will: 
1. Develop and clearly define their ideas through writing; 
2. Ethically integrate sources of various kinds into their writing; 
3. Compose texts through drafting, revising, and completing a finished product; 
4. Express themselves through their writing by posing questions, making original claims, and coherently structuring complex ideas; 
5. Revise their writing for greater cogency and clarity; 
6. Utilize adopted communication modes and documentation styles of specific disciplines (MLA, APA, Chicago, CBE, etc) where appropriate. 

