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RS 304-01 Women and Religion (3) 
Fall 2016
Contact Information
Instructor Webpage
Xochitl Alvizo, Professor of Religious Studies
Office Phone: (818) 677-2742
Fax Number: (818) 677-7112
Email: xochitl.alvizo@csun.edu  

Office Hours 
Tuesdays   3:15pm-5:15pm


Thursdays 8:15am-9:15am

Location: SN 233 

Course Information Overview

Women and Religion 
RS 304-01 (13980)
TuTh 9:30AM - 10:45AM 
Traditional Classroom Meetings
Sierra Hall 192 (SH)
No Exam Time specified
Course Description

From Course Catalog: 

Examination of religious views of women in oral and literary cultures, focusing on the roles, symbols and concepts of women within an international and historical framework. Also addresses women’s own perspectives on religion, as reflected in historical sources and in contemporary theology and religious life. 

Course Prerequisites

Prerequisite Alert: 

· Completion of the lower division writing.


News and Resources
· Moodle help 

· IT help or call (818) 677–1400; Mon-Fri  8:00am-5:00pm
· Printing at CSUN
· University Emergency : (818) 677-2111
· %50 off Parking at F10 Lot (North Campus). Purchase through myNorthridgePortal

· %10 off all food purchases when you pay with MataMoney Card. Pickup at the register of any campus food location, add money to it, and use.
Course Related Links
· Moodle
· Ask a Librarian 
· Oviatt Library online, (Rel. Studies Librarian: Susanna Eng-Ziskin)
· Library Databases (relevant to this course): 

· ATLA Religion (EBSCO)
· JSTOR
· Project MUSE
· Wiley Online Library
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What is this Class Really About?
The topic of Women and Religion is wide ranging and, many times, controversial. Charges of patriarchal oppression have been raised of almost all religious traditions by women and men.  In this class we will focus on investigating women's experiences, contributions, and participation across major religious traditions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism and Daoism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam), along with newer religious movements such as Goddess Spirituality. 

We will investigate these using three orienting lenses: 1) Sources of Authority, 2) Women’s Experience, and 3) Women’s Participation and Subversion within each tradition. The course will take an interdisciplinary and critical studies approach to the study of religion and will emphasize feminist, womanist, and mujerista methodologies. Class assignments are designed so that students may engage in their own particular areas of interests. 
Student Learning Objectives (SLOs)
This course is an Information Competence (IC) course and is available for General Education, Arts and Humanities. 
As a result of this course, students will:
· Be able to think logically and analytically; 
· Grasp the historical and lived-religions approach (as exemplified in the textbook) to the study of religion 
· Be able to demonstrate their basic use of strategies to analyze and interpret the roles, symbols and concepts of and about women in religion in oral and literary cultures;
· Demonstrate basic familiarity with select histories and contemporary experiences of women and religion in diverse global traditions; 

· Be able to analyze, interpret, and reflect on the development of feminist theologies and theories in both the Western and Eastern religious traditions and societies; 
· Produce essays (following IC guidelines) on women and religion that utilize one or more of the several methodologies introduced in the course and the reading. 
· Become a more proficient and critical reader through careful study and discussion of primary texts and a written survey of selected religions.

In other words, as you complete the various assignments, you will have the opportunity to showcase your ability to think logically and analytically about the development of feminist theologies and theories in both the Western and Eastern religious traditions and interpret and write about the roles, symbols and concepts of and about women in religion. 
Instructional Materials

These are the required materials for this class. They are available at the Matador Bookstore, on reserve at the Oviatt Library (confirm with the professor first). They can also be found for purchase online. 
Textbooks: 
1. Faithfully Feminist: Jewish, Christian, and Muslim Feminists on Why We Stay, eds. Gina Messina-Dysert, Jennifer Zobair, Amy Levin, White Cloud Press, ISBN-10: 193595248X, ISBN-13: 978-1935952480
2. Women Studies in Religion: A Multicultural Reader, eds. Kate Bagley and Kathleen McIntosh, Pearson Prentice Hall, 2007; ISBN-13: 978-0060613839
3. Feminism and Religion: An Introduction, Rita Gross, Beacon Press, ISBN-10: 0807067857, ISBN-13: 978-0807067857 
Online Resources
· Links to other readings (journal articles) on course Moodle page

· Feminism and Religion




 
Make Up Policy:

Notes on Reading and occasional Discussion Forum assignments are designed to foster and enrich class discussion. Notes on Readings are due in hard copy form in class and Discussion Forums are due online in Moodle at the designated date/time. There is no “make up” for these in case of an absence.
Late Assignment Policy:

Deadlines are stated clearly at the outset, I expect you to meet them. For that reason, I will not accept late work. However, if you have extenuating circumstances, please do talk to me as soon as possible, and as much in advance as possible, to arrange an extension. I will always prefer late work to plagiarism. Don’t put yourself in that bind.
Attendance Policy:

Attendance and participation is an important and required part of this course. Assignments are tied to student’s physical, mental, and intellectual presence in class. Each absence impacts the overall grade. 

Academic Integrity Policy:

Do NOT Plagiarize—An easy rule of thumb to remember is: if it didn’t come from your brain, then give credit to the brain that is the source of information, concept, or idea. While we always relies on the work of others to shape our knowledge and interpretations, we must always acknowledge the source through footnotes and/or direct textual references, providing full bibliographic information in proper academic citation formatting.  University policy on Academic Dishonesty here: http://catalog.csun.edu/policies/academic-dishonesty/ 
Writing Standards—All papers must be written according to basic scholarly standards appropriate for university level work. Not only does this include proper citation as well as grammar, punctuation, and syntax, but also serious reflection on the topic. There are many sources available to you for help with this—the most important is the Writing Program at CSUN’s Learning Resource Center, 3rd floor/East Wing of the Oviatt Library: http://www.csun.edu/undergraduate-studies/learning-resourcecenter/writing-center-and-freshman-writing-lab

University Policies

· Academic Policy
· Student Conduct Code
· Academic Calendar
· Religious Holidays
· Accessible Technology Initiative Policy
Peer Support
Exchange contact information with two other students in case you miss something—connect with each other with questions and for collaboration. 

1. ____________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________



Accommodations and Services
Students with disabilities must register with Disability Resources and Educational Services (DRES) in order to receive accommodations. If you feel that you qualify for the services, contact them at (818)677-2684 or stop by the office in Bayramian Hall (BH 110). Faculty cannot provide assistance to students seeking disability accommodations unless they are registered with DRES and have disability documentation. Students in need of an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss the specific needs.

1. Disability Resources and Educational Services (DRES)
2. National Center On Deafness (NCOD)
3. Health Center  

Grading

	Grades: Grades will be assessed on a plus/minus scale. Together all the assignments add up to 100% of the final course grade. 
Grading Summary Table

Points
Letter
Assignments

Final Grade Calculations
93 – 100.00

A

Notes on Reading/Discussion Forums
  20%
90 – 92.5

A-

Issues Paper—Part I 

  Required 
88 – 89.5

B+

Issues Paper—Part II

  10%
82 – 87.5

B

Author Profile 

  10%
80 – 81.5

B-

Book Review
  20%
78 – 79.5

C+

Site Visit
  20%
72 – 77.5 

C

Term Paper and Presentation
  20%
70 – 71.5

C-

Total  

100%   

68 – 69.5

D+

62 – 67.5

D

60 – 61.5
D-
59.5 and below
F/U




Course Schedule

Reading Notes
at due in hard copy form and must be submitted in person on the day due. These cannot be submitted if student is absent. 

Discussion Forums require you to submit a substantive paragraph (150 – 250 words) in response to prompts provided on Moodle. 
Abbreviations: 
Gross = Rita Gross’ Feminism and Religion 

WSR = Women Studies in Religion: A Multicultural; 

FF = Faithfully Feminist
O = see Moodle under relevant week 
	
	Date/s
	In Class Work
	Readings to be completed before class
	Major Assignments DUE

	1
	8/30 – 9/1
	Introduction: Religious Studies, Women and Religious Studies
	T: read Syllabus

TH: Gross – Ch. 1
	 

	2
	9/6 – 9/8
	Women and Religion: Context and Social Change; review Assignments
	T: Gross – Ch. 2

TH: WSR – Introduction  and  FF – Foreword and Introduction 
	

	3
	9/13 – 9/15
	Challenges, Methods, and Approaches
	T: Gross – Ch. 3

TH: WSR – Grant, 48-55 
	

	4
	9/20 – 9/22
	Library Resources 

Are World Religions sexist?  
	Gross – Ch. 4
	Issues Paper Part I

	5
	9/27 – 9/29
	Religion and Patriarchy; 

Experience and Personal Narratives 
	T: Gross – Ch. 5

TH: FF (3) – Messina-Dysert, 51-56; Richman, 90-95; Jaffrey, 206-211
	 

	6
	10/4 – 10/6
	New Visions
	T: Gross – Ch. 6
TH: Mary Daly, An Exodus 
and WSR – Chung, 23-34
	

	7
	10/11 – 10/13
	New Visions cont. 

Reinterpretations, Re-imaginings, Restructurings
	T: WSR – Plaskow, 174-175 Also T: see Moodle Link for FAR, Natalie Weaver

TH: see Moodle Links for Women’s Mosque and WOC
	Issues Paper Part II

	8
	10/18 – 10/20
	Three Lenses: Sources, Experience, Participation/Subversion 
	T: WSR – Miles, 113-126 and WSR – Ahmed, 35-47

TH: FF – House, 188-193 and WSR – Christ, 101-105 
	

	9
	10/25 – 10/27
	Native American Spirituality, the Americas, and Colonialism 
	T: WSR – Mora, 182-184 and WSR – Hernández-Ávila, 55-63 

TH: Moodle – Aquino PDF
	Book Review

	10
	11/1`– 11/3
	Hinduism; Activism 
	T: see Moodle

Th: see Moodle Links for Kishwar 
	

	11
	11/8 – 11/10
	Research and Writing
	
	Author Profile

	12
	11/15 – 11/17
	Islam; Textual Interpretation 
	T: see Moodle Links for Dujerija 

Th: FF (3)
	

	13
	11/22

(TH: Holiday)
	Judaism; Leadership, Ritual, and Theology 
	T: see Moodle for Plaskow PDF and FF (3)
	 

	14
	11/29 – 12/1
	Clericalism and Women Religious; 

Goddess Spirituality
	T: see Moodle Links for Hunt

TH: WSR – Morton, 192-197 and see Moodle for Christ PDF
	Site Visit

	15
	12/6 – 12/8
	Term Paper and Presentations
	Term Paper

	16
	Finals Week
	 
	
	 


Additional Learning Outcomes 
This course is also an Information Competence (IC) course and is available for General Education, Arts and Humanities.  Learning Outcomes related to an IC and GE course follow. 
Student Learning Outcomes for RS 304 as an Information Competency Course—Goal—Students will progressively develop information competence skills throughout their undergraduate career by developing a basic understanding of information retrieval tools and practices, as well as improving their ability to evaluate and synthesize information ethically. 
Outcomes—Students will:
1. Determine the nature and extent of information needed.
2. Demonstrate effective search strategies for finding information using a variety of sources and methods.
3. Locate, retrieve and evaluate a variety of relevant information, including print and electronic formats.
4. Organize and synthesize information in order to communicate effectively.
5. Explain the legal and ethical dimensions of the use of information.

Student Learning Outcomes for Arts and Humanities—Goal—Students will understand the rich history and diversity of human knowledge, discourse and achievements of their own and other cultures as they are expressed in the arts, literatures, religions and philosophy. 
Outcomes—Students will:

1. Explain and reflect critically upon the human search for meaning, values, discourse and expression in one or more eras/stylistic periods or cultures 
2. Analyze, interpret and reflect critically upon ideas of value, meaning, discourse and expression from a variety of perspectives from the arts and/or humanities.

3. Produce work/works of art that communicate to a diverse audience through a demonstrated understanding and fluency of expressive forms.

4. Demonstrate ability to engage and reflect upon their intellectual and creative development within the arts and humanities.

5. Use appropriate critical vocabulary to describe and analyze works of artistic expression, literature, philosophy or religion and a comprehension of the historical context within which a body of work was created or a tradition emerged.
6. Describe and explain the historical and/or cultural context within which a body of work was created or a tradition emerged.
Sexual Violence 
In this class, the topic of sexual violence may emerge in readings, films, and class discussions. Making personal connections with the topics studied can be a meaningful and important project, but please be aware of the following policy regarding confidentiality and disclosures of incidents of sexual violence.

In the event that you choose to write or speak about having survived sexual violence, including rape, sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, or stalking and specify that this violence occurred while you were a CSUN student, federal and state education laws require that, as your instructor, I notify the Campus Title IX Coordinator of such incident(s), including any identifying information. The Campus Title IX Coordinator will contact you to assist with on- and off-campus support services, and to let you know about your rights and options as a survivor, including possibilities for holding accountable the person who harmed you.

The Campus Title IX Coordinator is: Susan Hua, Director of Equity and Diversity; Phone: (818) 677-2077 E-Mail: susan.hua@csun.edu; University Hall Room 285; Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday http://www.csun.edu/eqd 

CSUN also provides confidential resources where you can speak with the following people on campus and in the community. The following resources, with limited exceptions, may not report information about the sexual violence incident without your consent.

Campus Care Advocate: Katie LaRue; Phone: (818) 677-7492; e-mail, katelin.larue@csun.edu; Klotz Student Health Center Room 140G

Strength United 24/7 Crisis Hotline: Phone: (818) 886-0453 or (661) 253-0258 http://www.csun.edu/eisner-education/strength-united
University Counseling Services; Phone: (818) 677-2366; Bayramian Hall Room 520; Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday; After hours, urgent care assistance (818) 677-2366, option 3; http://www.csun.edu/counseling 

Klotz Student Health Center; Phone: (818) 677-3666 Located east of the bookstore, across from the National Center on Deafness; Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Wednesday; 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Thursday; 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Friday http://www.csun.edu/shc 

CSUN HelpLine; (in conjunction with UCS and Associated Students, Inc.); Phone: (818) 349-HELP (4357) – ALL CALLS ARE CONFIDENTIAL; Hours: 6:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m., Sunday through Thursday; 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., Friday and Saturday http://www.csun.edu/helpline 

If it is determined that a perpetrator poses an imminent or immediate threat to you and/or the broader campus community or if person(s) under 18 years of age are involved, CSUN employees are required to notify the Campus Title IX Coordinator and/or CSUN Police Services:

Captain Scott VanScoy; Phone: (818) 677-5582; E-Mail: scott.g.vanscoy@csun.edu; Located on the corner of Darby Ave. & Prairie St.; Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday; 24 Hour Police Dispatch: (818) 677-2111; http://www.csun.edu/police 

For more information regarding your rights and options as a victim/survivor of sexual violence, please visit the University’s Title IX website: www.csun.edu/shinealight or the Office of Equity & Diversity’s website: www.csun.edu/eqd
Email Policy:

The Syllabus is Your Friend! Before you reach me by email, review the syllabus and Moodle to see if the information you need is already there. Your Peer-Support buddy is also a great resource. Messages sent over the weekend will be read on Mondays; on weekdays, I will do my best to respond within 48 hours—please plan accordingly. Messages sent at night will be read the next day.  If it’s 3 AM and you’re feeling panicked, angry, frustrated, or annoyed, that most likely is NOT a good time to send an email – ever, to anyone. Take this as an important life lesson. Further, take in this wonderful Internet advice: “Failure to plan on your part does NOT constitute an emergency on my part.” 

Updated on August 31, 2016
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