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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This class is an introduction to the study of religion and religious phenomena. There will be an emphasis on methodological considerations in the study of religion, a study of selected archaic traditions and a survey of the five major world traditions: Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Please note that suggested site visits are on the last pages of this syllabus
Student Learning Objectives for World Religions 150:

1. Think empathetically and critically about conflicting religious claims
2. Acquire knowledge of the history and culture of more than one major religious tradition.

3. Become familiar with the broad outlines of several world religions that continue to shape major civilizations and which have important influences on the culture of Southern California.
4. Grasp the phenomenological approach (as exemplified in the textbook) to the study of religion and culture through the study of clear descriptions and sympathetic insights into the religion of others.

5. Become a more proficient and critical reader through careful study and discussion of a masterfully written survey of selected world religions.

General Education Student Learning Outcomes:

Comparative Cultural Studies/ Gender, Race, Class, Ethnicity Studies and Foreign
Languages
Goal: Students will understand the diversity and multiplicity of cultural forces that shape the world through the study of cultures, gender, sexuality, race, religion, class, ethnicities and languages with special focus on the contributions, differences, and global perspectives of diverse cultures and societies.

Student Learning Outcomes

Students will:

1. Describe and compare different cultures;

2. Explain how various cultures contribute to the development of our multicultural world;

3. Describe and explain how race, ethnicity, class, gender, religion, sexuality and other

markers of social identity impact life experiences and social relations;

4. Analyze and explain the deleterious impact and the privileges sustained by racism,

sexism, ethnocentrism, classism, homophobia, religious intolerance or stereotyping on all

sectors of society.

REQUIRED BOOKS:

Prothero, God Is Not One
Loftin, Religion and Hopi Life
WEEKLY COURSE Outline:
WEEK I. Introduction to the Study of Religion: “Religion Matters”
Reading: Prothero, ‘Note on Dates’-p.1-24

II. Methodology: How to Study World Religions


   quiz on the reading and lecture: T/F & Multiple Choice on MOODLE
III. Archaic Religious Traditions: Myths and Ritual Life in Native Religions

 Reading: Loftin, Part I
IV. Archaic Religions (cont.): In class film

  Reading: Loftin, Part I
                            In-Class MIDTERM (Scantron Form 886E)
V. Hinduism: The Indus Valley and the Vedic Tradition

       Reading: Prothero, pp.133-150
VI. Hinduism: The Devotional and Modern Tradition

       Reading: Prothero, pp.150-168
          quiz on the reading and lecture: T/F & Multiple Choice on MOODLE
VII. Buddhism: The Buddha


Reading: Prothero, pp.169-174
 VIII. Buddhism: The Expansion of the Doctrine

            Reading: Prothero, pp.186-201 
                               In-Class MIDTERM (Scantron Form 886E)
IX. Judaism:                                            

             Reading: Prothero, pp.243-257
X. Judaism: A Portable Tradition

       Reading: Prothero, pp.257-278; quiz on the reading and lecture:T/F & Multiple             Choice on MOODLE
XI. Christianity: The Four Gospels

       Reading: Prothero, pp. 65-76   
                                 In-Class MIDTERM (Scantron Form 886E)
XII. Christianity: Orthodoxy and Reform

       Reading: Prothero, pp.76-99

XIII. Islam: The Foundations of Islam

       Reading: Prothero, pp.25-49
XIV. Islam: Islam After Muhammad

       Reading: Prothero, pp.49-63

XV. Review

                              FINAL/MIDTERM IN CLASS (Scantron Form 886E)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Class participation heightens interest and comprehension – ask questions.

There will be four exams, three midterms and a final. The Scantron form required for the midterms and the midterm/final combine an objective section with an essay section.

2.There will be several small quizzes based on the readings and the lectures. They are all objective and use the questions that will be posted on MOODLE. Advance notice of ALL tests and quizzes will be given in sufficient time to prepare. Still, it is imperative to keep up with the assigned readings.

3.All students must visit a place of worship/prayer/service for THREE out of the five of the major world’s traditions. A 1-page paper on each of these visits is due on the last day of class. That is not the day of the final! 
ALL OF THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS MUST BE COMPLETED: GRADING: 20% for each of the MIDTERMS

                     10% for the three SITE VISIT paper

                     31/3% per quiz

90%-100% = A;   87-89% = A-; 85-87% = B+; 80-84% = B;  78-79%= B-

75-78% = C+; 70-74% = C; 70-74% = C-

65-67% = D+; 60-64% = D; 60-64% = D-   and all below 60% = F

WARNING: POINTS WILL BE DEDUCTED FOR CELL PHONE USE: 

PUT ALL CELL PHONES OFF OF DESKS, LAPS, ETC. and on silent.
RS 150 Suggested Places for Site Visits

Field trips to places of worship:

     At each of the THREE places that you visit during the semester, you are to observe and write about:
a. The evidence (or not) of myth

b.  Evidence (or not) of ritual

c. Sacred space

d. Representations (or not) of the sacred

e. Attitudes of worshippers

Hinduism: Venkateswara Temple

                  1600 Las Virgines Canyon Road

                   Calabasas, Ca.

                   Hindu Temple Society

                  18700 Roscoe Blvd.

                   Northridge

                   Hindu Temple and Indian Cultural Center

                   21213 Devonshire Blvd.

                   Chatsworth

Buddhism: Hsi Lai Buddhist Temple

                   3456 Glenmark Drive

                   Hacienda Heights, Ca

                   West Los Angeles Buddhist Church

                   2003 Corinth Avenue

                   West L.A.

                   Wat Thai Temple

                   Corner of Coldwater Canyon and Roscoe Blvd.

Judaism: Stephen S. Wise Reform Temple

                15500 Stephen Wise Dr. (Mulholland and 405)

                 Los Angeles

                  Valley Beth Shalom Temple

                  15739 Ventura Blvd,

                  Encino

                       Sinai Temple

                       10400 Wilshire Blvd, West L.A.

Christianity: Our Lady of Lourdes Church

                       18405 Superior Street, Northridge

Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church

                       15444 Nordhoff Street

                       Northridge

                        St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church

                      1324 South Normandie

                       Los Angeles

                       Any Protestant Church

Islam:  The Islamic Center of Granada Hills

             11439 Encino Ave. (corner of Encino and Rinaldi)

             Granada Hills

             The Islamic Center of Southern California

             434 South Vermont Avenue

             Los Angeles

Please note: For all visits, please wear regular ‘church’ clothing (Hindu temple: clothes comfortable to sit on the floor, if need be). For Islamic centers or mosque, women need to wear loose pants or full skirt and bring a large scarf for head covering. Please bring at least one dollar to all sites as an offering. 

     _______________________________________________________________

Why Consider a Religious Studies Major, Double Major, or Minor?
Most students enjoy Religious Studies courses but wonder what they can do with a degree in Religious Studies.  Come to my office hours and learn more about Religious Studies or contact the Department Chair, Dr. Rick Talbott at ext. 2741.
Here are some answers:
1.  Go to graduate school, including Law School and Medical School.  Learn important skills sought after by employers.
2.  Teach a variety of topics in the humanities and social sciences.

      3.   Be employed in Human Resources, Social Service, Law Enforcement, Ministry.
      4.   Gain personal insight and knowledge to last a life time.  
